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CONFERENCE LOSS

Eastern students share pictures of their
pets for Love Your Pets Day.

The Eastern volleyball team fell
in straight sets to TennesseeMartin Sunday evening.
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Eastern music students rehearse in the choral/jazz rehearsal room in Doudna Hall late Friday afternoon.

Black alumni have rich
history on and off -·c ampus

The Civic Engagement and Volunteerism
Office is holding a donation drive for the
Coles County Ani.mal Shelter until Friday.
Items can be dropped off in room 3065
of the Martin Luther King, Jr. University
Union.
This is a part of the new monthly nonprofit drive the office will hold to spotlight
various organizations in the community.
High priority donation items include cat
litter, Purina Cat and Kitten Chow, cat and
dog toys, newspapers, rugs, and cleaning
supplies.
According to the CEVO, "The Coles
County Animal Shelter houses lost and relinquished dogs, cats, and other small animals.
They focus on positive training and socialization to promote growth and happy
lifestyles for pets in their care.
They are currently facilitating adoptions
through appointment only, but the need is
still the same.
This animal shelter is located just east of
the airport."
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812
or at dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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By Elizabeth Taylor
Associate News Editor I@DEN_News
A Tuskegee airman, a Olympic athlete, and a
news anchor; these are just a few ofEastern's notable Black alumni.
Black History Month is meant to recognize
the influence of the Black community around
the world.
Eastern is not exempt from that influence.
Captain Charles Blakesly Hall
'
Hall, who left Eastern in 1941, was involved
in track and football during his time in college
before he enlisted in che military.
He trained in the Tuskegee Flight Training
program, where he made his mark as a talented
fighter pilot in the 99th Fighter Squadron.
Hall became famous because he was the first
African American to shoot down an enemy aircraft in World War II.
This was the first victory for the Tuskegee
Airmen.
He was also the first African American to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Jan Spavey Gilchrist
Gilchrist, who graduated in 1973, is an author and artist who is most known for her work
on children's books.
She works with different media such as watercolor and pastels and create stories that often center around the experience of Black Americans.
The Great Migration: Journey to the North,
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Eastern alum Charles Hall.

Nathaniel Talking, and My America are some of
her most famous children's books, but many of
her works have been recognized with a variety
of awards.
Some of her fine arc is featured in various
museums across the U.S.

John Craft
Craft placed fifth in the men's triple jump in
the 1972 Summer Olympics after graduating
from Eastern in 1969.
The 1972 Munich Olympics were attacked
by a group of eight Palestinian terrorists around
300 yards away from where Craft was staying.

Despite deaths that occurred during the attack, the International Olympic Committee
chose to continue with the games a few days later in an act of defiance against the terrorists, so
Craft was still able to compete.
He later returned to Charleston and even
worked in Eastern's athletics department for a
few years.
Larry Smith
Smith, who left Eastern in 1991, worked at
CNN as a sports anchor.
He covered over 30 major championship
events, including the Final Four, NBA Finals,
the Super Bowl, and the 2006 Winter Olympics.
He also hosted a yearly Larry Smith Golf
Classic which awarded scholarships to high
school students who were headed to college.
Smith also worked as the main news co-anchor at LEX 18, a 1V station in Lexington, KY.
Kevin Duckworth
Duckworth, who graduated in 1986, played
center for several different NBA teams: the Trail
Blazers, the Bullets, the Bucks, the Clippers, and
the Spurs.
He was also a long-time record holder in
Eastern's athletics for his 867 rebounds.
During his retirement, Duckworth worked
together with Kermit Washington to open a
sports cafe called Le'slam.

The Student Government will be hosting
"In Kahoots With The Prez" Monday from
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
University President David Glassman will
be attending the event along with members
of the Student Government,
The event will be held on Zoom.
Those interested in attending can use a
QR code located on the flier for the event.
An online flier can be found on the Student
Government's lnstagram at eiustudentgov.
Prizes for the event are $25 Amazon gift
cards.
One will be given to the winner of each
of the four rounds.
No registration is needed for the event
and anyone is welcome to atttend the free
event

Elizabeth Taylor can be reached at 581-2812 or
at egtaylor@eiu.edu.

The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812
or at dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Student Gov.
to host trivia
night Monday
Staff Report I @DEN_News
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death toll
nears 500,000
The U.S. stood Sunday at the brink of
a onc.e-unthinkable tally: 500,000 people
lost to the coronavirus.
A year into the pandemic, the running total oflives lost was about 498,000
- roughly the population of Kansas City, Missouri, and just shy of the
size ofAtlanta. The figure compiled by
Johns Hopkins University surpasses the
number of people who died in 2019 of
chronic lower respiratoty diseases, stroke,
Alzheimer's, flu and pneumonia combined.
"It's nothing like we have ever been
through in the last l 02 years, since the
1918 influenza pandemic," the nation's
top infectious disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, said on CNN's "State of the
Union."
The U.S. virus death toll reached
400,000 on Jan. 19 in the waning hours
in office for President Donald Trump,
whose handling of the crisis was judged
by public health experts to be a singular

failure.
The first known deaths from the virus in the U.S. happened in early February 2020, both of them in Santa Clara
County, California. It took four months
to reach the first l 00,000 dead. The toll
hit 200,000 deaths in September and
300,000 in December. Then it took just
over a month to go from 300,000 to
400,000 and about two months to climb
from 400,000 to the brink of 500,000.
Joyce Willis of Las Vegas is among
the countless Americans who lost family
members during the pandemic. Her husband, Anthony Willis, died Dec. 28, followed by her mother-in-law in early Jan-

uary.
There were anxious calls from the

ICU when her husband was hospital-

ized. She was unable to see him before he
died because she, too, had the virus and
could not visit.
"They are gone. Your loved one is
gone, but you are still alive," Willis said.
"It's like you still have to get up evety
morning. You have to take care of your
kids and make a living. There is no way
around it. You just have to move on."
Then came a nightmare sc.enario of
caring for her father-in-law while dealing with grief, arranging funerals, paying
bills, helping her children navigate online
school and figuring out how to go back
to work as an occupational therapist.
Her father-in-law, a Viemam vet, also
contracted the virus. He also suffered
from respiratoty issues and died on Feb.
8. The family isn't sure if COVID-19
contributed to his death.
"Some days I feel OK and other days I
feel like I'm strong and I can do this," she
said. ''And then other days it just hits me.
My whole world is rumed upside-down."
The global death toll was approaching
2.5 million, aa:ording to Johns Hopkins.
While the count is based on figures
supplied by government agencies around
the world, the real death toll is believed
to be significantly higher, in part because
of inadequate testing and cases inaccurately attributed to other causes early on.
Despite efforts to administer coronavirus vaccines, a widely cited model by
the University of Washington projects
the U.S. death toll will surpass 589,000
by June 1.
"People will be talking about this decades and decades and decades from
now," Fauci said on NBC's "Meet The

Press."

says wide COVID
vaccine availability
still months away
CHICAGO (AP) - Illinois' top
doctor vowed wide availability of the
COVID-19 vaccine to the state's residents, but said it'll take months for
supply to meet demand.
Illinois Department of Public Health
Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike's comments
in a weekend Chicago Tribune opinion
piece come amid complaints of vaccine
shortages and difficulties in obtaining appointments. The recent blast of
winter weather also delayed shipments,
leading to canceled appointments.
Currently, health care workers, residents ages 65 and older and essential

workers are eligible. Illinois officials announced an expansion starting later
this month to include people with underlying health conditions, but Chicago and other areas are delaying, citing a
vaccine shortage.
More than 2.1 million vaccine doses have been administered in Illinois.
State health officials on Sunday reported 1,585 new confirmed and probable cases ofCOVlD-19 and 35 more
deaths.
Overall, Illinois has reported more
than 1.1 million COVID-19 cases and
more than 20,000 deaths.

Illinois Democrats
choose replacement
for Mike Madigan's
vacant House seat
CHICAGO (AP) - Democratic leaders on Sunday chose a 26-year-old
constituent services employee to fill the
Chicago-area Illinois House seat left vacant by former House Speaker Michael
Madigan.
Democrats, including Madigan, met in
Chicago and voted, with Edward Guerra Kodatt receiving 63% of the weighted vote. Kodatt has worked as a bilingual
outreach and budget assistant in a constituent services office run by Madigan and

13th Ward Alderman Marty Quinn.
Ten people sought to replace Madigan,
who resigned from the House seat Thursday. The move came weeks after he decided not to seek re-election for House
speaker, a post he has held for more than
three decades, as support waned for him
amid a federal bribety investigation that's
implicated him.
Madigan remains head of the Illinois
Democratic Party. He held the majority of
the weighted vote to chose his successor.
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Love Your Pet Day: Eastern's furry friends

Onix, McKenzie Funk

Lucy, Elaina Nelson

Phoebe, Tyler Pearson

Westly, Kaden Howard

Hoshi, Kayla Granat

Buddy, Maddy Powers

OPINIONS
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Institutionalized racism must
US. coronavirus
deaths reaching be combatted with education
morbid milestone
The United State is on the brink
of a truly terrible milestone.
The number of coronavirus deaths our country is nearing
500,000 people over the past year,
an unthinkable and horrible number.
We at The Daily Eastern News
are choosing not to focus on the
reasons why this many people have
died, or what was done or not done
that led to this number.
Instead we want to try to put
this terrible loss in perspective so
that we never forget just how many
lives were lost.
As of Sunday night, there have
been 92 deaths recorded in Coles
County. This number may sound
low, but it means that approximately one out of every 550 people in Coles County had died from
COVID-19.
Nationwide, this number is
about one out of every 660 people.

Coles County's 92 deaths only
represent just .02 percent of the total deaths in the United States.
The total number of U.S. deaths
is more than the population of
Kansas City, Missouri, the 38thlargest city in the country by population.
It is also nearly as many deaths
as the U.S. military suffered in
World War II, the Korean War and
the Vietnam War combined.
The COVID deaths in the United States account for over 20 percent of the deaths worldwide despite the U.S. only representing
just over 4 percent of the world
population.
All over the country, there are
millions of people mourning loved
ones, some of which died as long as
a year ago.
This loss is a staggering loss of
life that will be felt for generations
to come.

Institutionalized racism, also known
as systemic racism, is the most important political problem that the United
States is currently facing. It is imperative
to look back at the history of racism, so
we can better understand how to address
the problem of institutionalized racism
and find valid solutions to this distressing
problem.
There are many reasons that historians,
anthropologists and sociologists have cited
as the reason that racism became a problem. Some argue that racism is an irrational response to difference which causes
some people with white skin to have hateful attitudes to people with black skin
which sometimes leads to violent and
evil actions. Racism in the United States
has been around since the 1400s, beginning when European settlers began colonizing America. Europeans, in their quest
to "civilize" people, began taking slaves
and treating people who looked different from them as inferior. The first victims ofracism were the Native Americans
that were murdered, mistreated and taken advantage ofby European settlers. This
beginning set a dangerous precedent that
still affects our society today. Karl Marx,
German philosopher and socialist revolu-

Lindsey Ulrey
tionary, argued in one of his most noted
works called "Das Kapital" that racism is
rooted in capitalism.
I think that we need to increase the efforts that we are already making to decrease institutionalized racism. The most
notable efforts that we need to increase include spreading awareness and education
on racism in our government, protests
and forward-thinking policy. All these efforts are linked, and none can happen
independently. I believe that one of the
most important things that can be done
is spreading awareness and education on
institutionalized racism because if everyone learns the amplitude of the problem
and learns to "check their privilege," most
people will feel wgcncy to create change.

Many are already feeling this urgency, and
the recent Black Llves Matter protests are
proof of this. I believe that these protests
are directly linked to the increase in awareness brought to the problem of institutionalized racism. Much of this awareness
is brought through social media and the
increase in pictures and videos taken when
injustice occurs. Protests then cause policymakers in the United States to feel the
pressure to affect change.
To create more forward-thinking policy that is just and fair for people of color, policy needs to focus on expressly addressing specific outcomes dependent on
race and give components to diminish
those aberrations. To diminish those aberrations policy should focus on increasing
the access to public and private resources for people of color, improving the freedom for people of color to express themselves fully both culturally and spiritually, removing barriers for people of color
to participate civically and people of color should be heavily involved in creating

policy.

Undsey Ulrey is a freshman political
science major. She can be reached at
581-2812 orlrulrey@eiu.edu.

Editorial Board
Editor- in-Chief
AdamTumino

News Editor
Corryn Brock

Associate News Editor
Elizabeth Taylor

Opinions Editor

.;t

, : : . ,.'::::::•• , . ,_ Rya,n Me"r , . ';\'

..
,

Photo Editor
, Karina Delgado

Assistant Photo Editor
Zach Berger

Both basketball teams get wins Saturday
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I@adam_tumino
Both the Eastern men's and
women's basketball teams were in
Clarksville, Tennessee, Saturday to
take on Austin Peay.
Each team picked up a win over
the Governors with the women's
team winning 62-59 and the men
winning 76-69.

'
Women's Basketball
The Panthers snapped a threegame losing streak with their win
Saturday. They are now 8-10 in
conference play and remain in the
eighth and final OVC Tournament
spot with two games remaining in
the season.
Austin Peay is now 9-6 in conference play and in sixth place in
the standings.
The Eastern offence shot nearly 50 percent in the game while
holding the Governors to just under 40 percent from the field.
A quick start set the tone for
th e Panthers. They shot 7-of11 from the field in the opening
quarter and holding the Governors to just 3-of-13 from the field.
The strong starts for the Eastern offense and defense made it
possible for them to withstand a
strong second half from Austin
Peay.
The Governors shot 14-of-28
in the second half, with the fourth
quarter being their best of the
game. They opened the final quarter on a 13-0 run and took a oneppint lead over the Panthers.
Eastern was able to stop Austin
Peay's momentum by scoring the
next six points and then holding
on for the win.
Four Panthers scored in double figures, led by Abby Wahl 18
points and Karle Pace with 13.
The game also marked the return of sophomore forward Morgan Litwiller. She played 11 minutes odd the bench after missing
the last six games.
The Panthers play again Feb. 25
at home against Southeast Missouri. The game is scheduled to
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Eastern guard Lariah Washington drives toward the basket in a game
against Belmont Feb. 4 in Lantz Arena.

Eastern forward Madani Diarra fights for an offensive rebound in a game
against Belmont Feb. 4 in Lantz Arena.

start at 4:30 p.m.

55 percent from the field while
holding Austin Peay to just over
38 percent.
Three Eastern players scored in
double figures in the game, led by
senior guard Mack Smith with a
season-high 22 points.
Smith shot 5-of-5 from three
and 7-of-8 from the free-throw
line, both of which led the team.
Senior forward Jordan Skipper-Brown recorded his second
straight double-double with 15

Men's Basketball
The win against Austin Peay
was the second-straight upset win
for the Panthers, who had beaten
Murray State two days earlier.
Eastern is now 6-12 in OVC
play and is in ninth place, just one
spot outside the OVC Tournament with two games to go.
Whereas a strong first half led

the women's team to victory, the
men's team relied on their second
half success to get a win.
Although they shot well in the
first half, going 11-of-22 from the
field and 5-of-8 from three-point
range, they were outscored by the
Governors 33-30 in the first half.
They shot even better in the
second half, going 15-of-25 from
the field white holding _Austin
Peay to l 3-of-33 from the field.
For the game, Eastern shot over

points and 11 rebounds while senior guard Marvin Johnson added 12 points, 6 rebounds and 5 assists.
For Austin Peay, presumptive
player of the year Terry Taylor had
a game-high 25 points.
The Panthers' next game is Feb.
25 against Southeast Missouri in
Lantz Arena at 7:30 p.m.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu.

Eastern volleyball team swept by Skyhawks Sunday
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I@adam_tumino
The Eastern volleyball team
dropped its fifth-straight match to
begin the season Sunday, losing 3-0
to Tennessee-Martin on the road.
Eastern is one of three teams
in the OVC to no have a win so
far this season. Tennessee-Martin,
which had their two matches last
week postponed due to weather,
improved to 2-1 on the season.
The first set was the closest of
the game for the Panthers, who
dropped the opening set 25-23.
Their hitting percentage in the
set was .121, their highest in the
match.
Redshirt-junior outside hitter
Kylie Michael led the way for the
Panthers in the first set, recording
6 kills with just 2 attack errors on
14 total attacks, good for a hitting
percentage of .286.
The Skyhawks hit .243 in the
first set.
In each remaining set, the Panthers' hitting percentage got lower
and the Skyhawks' got higher, and
the scores reflected this trend.

The second set was 25-17 in favor of the Skyhawks and the third
was won by Tennessee-Martin 2513.
Eastern hit .091 in the second
and - .. 027 in the final set. The
Skyhawks hit .312 in the second
set and .378 in the third.
Despite the team's struggles, Michael played well throughout the
match.
She led both teams with 14 kills
and 17 points, both being new season highs for her, and hit .303 in
the match.
Freshman libero Christina Martinez Mundo set a new career high
with 13 digs to lead the team. Michael finished second on the team
with 11 digs to record her firstdouble-double this season.
Junior setter Bailey Chandler recorded 23 assists in the match, 10
of which came in the first set.
Junior outside hitter Addison
Conley led the Skyhawks with 10
kills and 10 points.
Junior middle blocker Karen
Scanlon recorded 9 kills without
an attack error for the Skyhawks,
recording a hitting percentage of
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Eastern freshman libero Christina Martinez Mundo lunges to her left to receive a serve against Morehead State
Feb. 7 in Lantz Arena.

.643.
Senior setter Kenzie Hinshaw
led all players with 35 assists in the
match and freshman libero Bail-

lie Kearns had 14 digs to lead both
teams.
These two teams play the second match of their two-match se-

ries Monday at 2: 15 p.m.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu.

